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The Canadian Naval Lapse. 

An article lies before us, written from Montreal by 
a special correspondent of the Boston Herald, in which 
he declares that the spirit of imperialism is abroad in 
Canada, and that naval enthusiasm is sweeping the 
country. This is probably an exaggerated newspaper 
statement, as recent reports declare that the Canadian 
Grange has become aroused and is throwing the in- 
fluence of the farmers against the demands for a Cana- 
dian navy, and that organized labor is also taking 
its stand against the militarising of Canada. But 
the case is certainly bad enough, if one is to credit 
the information continually reaching us from over 
the border. Both the great political parties seem to 
have been caught in the whirl, and the government 
has already apparently taken the fatal step, from 
which there will probably be no retreat until the day 
of the deadly fruit comes. 

This new Canadian naval spirit is a great surprise 
to nearly everybody. The Dominion has lived so 
long, and at the same time so safely and prosperously, 
without any armament worth mentioning, that one 
had begun to feel assured that this great promising 



region of the earth was to escape the militaristic 
" pestilence that walketh in darkness " and " wasteth 
at nooday." It was only a year or two ago that dis- 
tinguished Canadians were boasting loudly, and very 
justly so, that their country was free from the ex- 
hausting burdens of militarism ; that their revenues 
were being devoted to the development of the mani- 
fold resources of the Dominion ; and that therefore 
Canada was an exceptionally attractive land in which 
to live. 

What has come over the Canadians? What has 
blinded their eyes and deluded their hearts ? There 
is not a single reputable reason why Canada to-day 
should build a navy, or begin to build one, more than 
there has been in the past. There is even less rea- 
son, for she has behind her a long unique experience 
of the value of freedom from armament, the force of 
which she is deliberately preparing to throw away, 
if one can call such action deliberation. That is 
what makes her conduct so surprising and so dis- 
heartening to those who are seeking to build up a 
new international order rooted in justice, cooperation, 
trust and peace, an order in which theoretically every- 
body believes and expects to see some day realized. 

The causes, however, of Canada's lapse are not far 
to seek. The first of them is the pernicious influence 
of the bloated militarism of our time, which has 
already seduced and led astray all the important 
powers, including the United States, and is throwing 
its baneful shadow over the whole world. It is the 
contagion of this evil which has finally entered and 
begun to poison the blood of Canada. For though 
a colony, she evidently wishes to be great and power- 
ful and to take a hand in the affairs of the world, and 
she has been deceived by the all too prevalent theory 
that a people cannot be great and influential with- 
out being heavily armed. Her connection with' the 
British Empire has, of course, hastened the process, 
as the naval supremacy of the mother country has 
been of a character peculiarly to impress her. But 
the lapse would doubtless have occurred, and possibly 
even earlier, if she had been entirely independent of 
Great Britain, as it has occurred with other states, 
notably Brazil, the Argentine Republic and Chile. 

What influence the action of our government, in 
putting ships on the lakes for the training of naval 
militia, has had upon Canada it is not easy to figure 
out. But this action, though taken with the consent 
of the Dominion government, has awakened wide- 
spread suspicion over the border. The Canadians 



